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Research and Speclal Prcgrams
Administration .

49 CAR Part 172
[Docket No. HM-208; Notlce No 92—61
RIN 2137—AB75 ’

!mprovemenls to Hazardous Materlals
Identiflcatlon Systems o

' AGENCY' Research and Specnal Programs
- Adminfstration (RSPA),DOT. - " -

_ ACTION: Advance notice of proposed -
.- rulemaking [ANPRM] extension of -

" comment perfod. -+ - S

* SUMMARY: On June 9, 1992, RSPA
published an advance notice of -
proposed rulemaking (ANPRM)] in the

_Federal Register inviting public -

. comment in regard to methods for .

improving the current placarding. .

system, establishing & centralized .

" reporting system and ccmputenzed data

center end requiring carriers to establish.

continually moritored emergency -

-, response lelephone systems. RSPA bas

received several requests from

petitioners seeking an extension of the
comment peried in order to have more -
time to evaluate questions contained in -
the ANPRM. RSPA concurs, in part, w 'llh
these requests and is extendmg the

comment period 60 days from August 10,
1992 until October 9, 1992.

DATES: The closing date for filing
-~ eomments is extended fiom August 10,
19892, to October 9, 1992.

ADDRESSES: Address comments to
Dockets Unit (DHM-30), Research and
Special Programs Administration, US.
- Department of Transportation, - .-
‘Washington, DC 20590. Comments .
‘should identify the docket and notice .
number and be submitted, when

posmb!e. in five copies. Persons w:shmg .

1 toreceive confirmation of receipt of

. their comments should include a self-

| addressed, stamped postcard The .

© Dockets Unit is located in room 8421 of .-

. the Nassif Building, 400 Seventh Street -

i . SW., Washington, DC 20590. Office

© hours are 8:30 a.mn. to 5 p.m. Monday

: through Friday, except public holidays.

! FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
John Potter, Office of Hazardous - .

Materials Standards, RSPA, U.S, -

Department of Transportation, 400 = -

Seventh St. SW.,, Washmgton. DC 20590:

(202) 366—4488.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June
9, 1992, RSPA published an advance
notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPRM)

- in the Federal Register inviting public
. comment in regard to methods for

improving the current placarding
sysiem, establishing a centralized
reporting system and computenzed data
center; and requiring carriers to ’
establish continually monitored
emergency response lelephone systems
{Docket HM-208, Notice 92-6, 57 FR
24532). RSPA has received petitions

- from the Hazardous Materials Advisory

Council {HMAC) and the American

- Trucking Associations (ATA) and the .

. American Petroleum Institute {API).

. 'HMAC requested a 120-day extension.
: ATA requested an extension either to -

" November 10, 1892, or of 30 days ’

"following the availability of a National

'Academy of Science (NAS) report’
regarding the feasibility and necessity of

-implementing a centralized reporting -

and data system (scheduled for
completion and submission to Congress -
and the Secretary of Transportation in -
November 1992). API also requested an.

- extension until 30 days following

aveilability of the NAS study. The . -~
. petitioners said an extension of the .-

§ comment peried would allow sufficient ™
“time to address “the extensweness ar'd E
" complexity of the 63 questicns.” In .

' addition, HMAC asserted that since the :
:NAS study regarding ccmpntenzed
trackmg systems is still in progress, *
'délay in the comments would pro'nde N
‘the possibility of an open forum for  ~
dxscussw'l of the points ralsed in the

: ANPRM and _of pomts raxsed J.n1]~e NAS
final report.” i et b
RSPA dgrees that addmon 1 tune
uld be provided toevaluate'and-
respond to the qiiestions poséd.in the -
ANPRM. Hoiwever, RSPA believes tha
completion ofthe NAS study nieed riot -
preceds subinilsslonbf commenitstoithe
ANPRM orlthmrmalndﬂon 'by.RSPA.

Ex!ending the comment perxod to som'
*'date following completion of the NAS
teport would unduly delay’ consideraho
- of the issues'raised in'the ANPRM, %7,
b Iher&ox:e. RSPAis .exlendmg 4he:
:' * comment perod for 60 days,- from™,
BN August 10,71992umtilOctober®, 1592
ither than for ithe longe penoa
requested by~péuuoners

d in Washmgto’t. DC,on Julyi31,2092%
mder autho':ty delega‘ed in 49 CFR nart 108, -

' BifLING £ODE mo—,.u-u




